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Phonics and Reading at
High Ash

Reading and books at High Ash

Reading plays a big part in learning in our school and its foundations lie in a strong
focus on Phonics from the very moment the children start school. We are proud of our
attainment and progress in phonics and reading throughout the school; however we
never rest on our laurels and are always looking at ways to continuously improve. We
have a well stocked library, ensure that children have a class story read to them each
day (in all year groups) and we match our texts in Guided Reading and
Humanities/Science to the topic being taught, ensuring we are ambitious in our
choices in order to challenge the children. We base our reading curriculum content on
the EYFS and national curriculum milestones and we also break these down termly so
we know that learning to read is based on a progressive model.

Reading books are linked to the phonics sounds being taught across Foundation and KS1
and builds on their blending skills and knowledge of 'red words‘. These are words that
they need to know by sight as they cannot be sounded out phonetically. After the
children have completed the Phonics programme in Year 1 we transition the children
onto our Oxford Reading Tree scheme as guided by their class teacher. The children
progress through the stages beginning with level seven and finishing at level 12. After
this the children move onto library books.

Phonics at High Ash

We use Read Write Inc. (RWI) as our Phonics programme and this is in place across
Foundation and Key Stage One. Phonics is taught daily in Foundation and KS1 and the
children are in small, fluid ability groups to allow us to maximise their progress. We
track their progress in Phonics every six weeks and adapt provision/groupings
accordingly.

As well as the materials in this pack, please check the RWI website for other useful
materials and videos, including how to pronounce the sounds (phonemes ) correctly

Oxford
Reading
Tree



https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents-copy-2/
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents-copy-2/
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents-copy-2/

Phonics

Key terminology
Blending - this is the process of combining sounds together to read a word

Segmenting - this is the reverse of blending. This is the act of separating
the sounds in a word to spell. We blend to read and segment to spell.

Green words - these are phonetically decodable words. The children read
green word flashcards alongside learning the sounds.

Red words -These are words that are not phonetically decodable but are
key to reading and they need to be able to read these words by sight to
access texts. See p.17 for the list of red words.

Fred talk - Fred is our friendly frog who helps us to read in phonics
lessons. Fred talk is sounding out the letters in a word e.g. saying c-a-t to
read ‘cat’.

Special friends - these are two letters that make one sound, also known
as a digraph e.g. ‘a’ and ‘y’ together make the ‘ay’ sound.

Chatty friends - these are two letters that are split by another sound, also
known as a split digraph e.g. ‘a-e’ in ‘make’, ‘o-e’ in ‘bone’

Phonics begins in Foundation with the set 1 sounds. The children learn
approximately two to three sounds a week, following the order of sounds
on the next page. Once the children have learnt the set 1 sounds we take
some time to embed these sounds by reading a variety of green words
with these sounds in and practise writing these words too.

The children then progress onto set 2 sounds, again, learning two to three
sounds a week and then finally set 3 sounds. Set 1 and part of set 2 are
covered mostly in Foundation and set 2 and set 3 are continued into Year
1.



Phonics

Below you will find the full list of sounds taught in Phonics from
Foundation to Key Stage 1. We follow this order when we teach sounds and
this can also be found in the back of your child’s diary. When your child
learns a new sound they will also take home a sound sheet to practise. If
you are supporting your child at home with their phonics, it is important
that you do not move ahead of the sounds that have been learnt at school
as this may become confusing for your child. Please only revise previously
taught sounds.

Set 1 Sounds

Set 2 Sounds

ay ee igh ow o0 00 ar or  air ir

Set 3 Sounds

ea ol a-e i-e 0o-¢ Uu-e aw are ur er

ow ai oa ew ire ear ure



Green words

Whilst learning the sounds, the children practise using these sounds by
reading green words. You will find the green words are printed in order
from page 7. As the children learn each set of sounds, they also practise
reading the corresponding set of green words. You will see that the green
words are printed in order starting with ‘1.1’ (set 1, group 1 words), ‘1.2’
(set 1, group 2 words) and so on. Underneath each green word there are
dots and lines. These are to identify the different sounds:

A line is placed under special friends sound to show that the two letters
are working together to make one sound.

A dot is placed under a sound that has only one letter for the corresponding

sound. $ 9 P

How to practise reading red and green words at home

Green words:

Use Fred Talk - point with your finger under each sound as you say it then
run your finger under the whole word to blend the sounds together to say
the word

Over time, as your child gets more confident, you could encourage them to
use ‘Fred in your head’. This is Fred talk but rather than saying the sounds
aloud, children sound out the sounds in their head.

Red words:

Similarly to the green words, the red words are also printed in order that
they are taught. The children should be told these words and practise
reading them by sight (i.e. no blending).

You can print the red words at home, cut them up and use them as
flashcards for games and practise.

at  med I e
sad  dad  You yowr

sat | ma said  was



Set 1 Green words

1.1

at mat sat
mad dad sad
gap pan Top
got dog pin
tip pig, dig
it it in
on and an
up cup  mud
kit bed get
met bin bad
cat can cot




1.4

hen

hit

had

fan

fat

log

shop

fun

lip

fish

ship

let

et wet  vet
yes wish web
yet Jam yap
Jog win yum
rat red run




1.6

wing chin thick
chop chat quit
quiZ sing  thing
bang  this thin
fix SiX 249
Zip fox box




1.7

sfink  wink back
skin slid slip
grin prop pram
from clip gran
hand  stand = stamp
flop frog  jump
black flag think
skip best trip
blob brat drip
drop blip  fluff
dress huff mess
test trap spit
stop Spot strop




Set 2 Green words

2.1

play may say
day way | spray
see been Seen
three | green | sleep
high light | bright
night | fright | might
" blow low khow
snow | show slow
~ ta food moon
200 pool speon




2.6

car part hard
start star | sharp
sort short | horse
sport fork snort
fair hair chair
stair qir lair
irl bird | third
whirl | twirl dirt
out shout | loud
mouth | round | found




2.11

toy boy enjoy
Set 3 Green words
clean | dream | seat
scream | please
Join voice | coin
make = cake | ndme
sdme |ate dafe
smile | white | nice
like | time | hide




3.5

hoMe =~ hope | spoke
ngfe | broke = phdne
rude | brife | June
saw law dawn
craw! paw yawn
share | dare | scare
square | bare | care
burn | furn | spurt
nurse | purse = hurt




3.10

never | better | weather
affer | proper | corner
how | down = brown
cow | fown now
paid frain | paint
rain
geat | boat | road
throat | toast | coat
chew hew blew
flew | drew | grew




3.15

fire hire | wire
bonfire | inspire | conspire
hear | dear | fear
near year ear
picture | mixture | creature
future | adventure |temperature
delicious | suspicious vicious
scrumptious | precious ferocious
tradition atfention | celebration

conversation

congratulation

exploration




Red words

I of
the my no
your | said you
are go he
was | she | be | we
call | all |there| they
what | want | old |some
come| do | so | one
her | by |here| any




many tall once
fwo |everyone| anyone
people| old their
does who where
were son water
could | would | should
watch |brother| other
mother | father | Love
above | bought | Caught
through|thought whole
wear | school




