
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To all our families, 
 
Another week seems to whizz by, however this is a sign of lots of great learning happening and that 
is keeping everyone busy! It is also hard to believe we are getting ever nearer to Christmas and I 
think everyone is hoping that the nation can have a fairly normal Christmas again with their families. 
As you know as a school, we are really working hard to provide our usual Christmas events; just with 
some safety adaptations. 
 
COVID19 update/reminders as we approach Christmas… 
We are still remaining vigilant as we approach the festive season and whilst we currently have seen 
a drop in cases in school to around 4, we know nationally there is still a lot of COVID around. As staff, 
we do continue to lateral flow test twice a week and we would really encourage parents and families 
to do the same so that we know children are coming to school with negative results. The new lateral 
flows are far less invasive for children as they are a nasal swab rather than the back of the mouth. 
 
I know many families are doing these tests, yet if you are not, but would wish to, (especially as 
Christmas nears) then you can order them very easily from the NHS (see link below). 
 
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 
 
Again as a reminder, if your child or any family member shows symptoms or tests positive on a lateral 
flow, the whole household should PCR test to be on the safe side. If a member of your household 
tests positive via PCR, yet your child does not, we do request that your child does a daily lateral flow 
for 7 days before coming to school so we know both the child and our staff are kept safe. Many 
thanks. 
 
Remembrance Service at Church last Sunday… 
We had the honour of attending the Remembrance Service at St Mary’s Church, Great Brickhill last 
Sunday. I was so very proud of the group of some of our Reflection Leaders who took part in laying a 
wreath on behalf of school and understanding the significance of the occasion. As you know, the 
school had written prayers for their relatives who had served in the wars and these made a wonderful 
contribution to the church where they were on display and read by the parishioners.  
 
To Sam, Laurence, Finley and Lottie, 
Thank you all for helping me with our Remembrance Sunday Service. I was proud to have you as part 
of the Parade. 
You all took part with dignity and presented yourselves well.  
I am looking forward to having a closer look at the presentation board you brought to Church 
on Friday. A number of people have commented on it and think this is an outstanding piece of work.   
Thank you again. 
David Marlow 
Senior Ex-Serviceman, Great Brickhill 
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Our Roving Reporter, Lottie…. 
‘This week I have been asking a few people who they have been thinking about for remembrance. 
Sam is remembering his Great Grandad James Douglas Hyatt who served in the second world war.  
James served in the 9th battalion Royal Fusiliers in Iran, North Africa, and Italy.  Amelie is 
remembering her Great Grandad Robert and Great Grandmother Helen.   We have been really 
interested learning about other people’s families, what their ancestors did during the world wars, 
the injuries people suffered and also some fascinating stories, like that of Laurence’s Grandmother 
whose wedding dress was made from parachute silk’ 

Reflections this week… 
This week was national Anti-Bullying Week and we took part as a school by raising awareness of what 
bullying is and what to do about it if and when it happens. The theme of the campaign this year was 
‘One Kind Word’ and the children looked at what kind words and actions they could take. Thank you 
to all of the children who also took part in role plays in our Reflections this week about how to deal 
with bullying and to know who to go to for help. 
 
Our role plays were created and performed by Iris, Liviya, Isabella, Samina, Lottie. Lola R, Bobbi, 
Libby, Fred, Shreyan, Ishan, Varsha, Archie, Sam, Laurence, Nelka, Angelica, Nicole and Hollie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflections next week… 
Over the next two weeks, we will be again living out our school vision of ‘letting our light shine’ and 
being advocates for change as we will be looking at ways to help the environment over Christmas and 
also launching our Christmas appeal to support child refugees abroad in line with our school charity 
World Vision.  
 
We are looking at the story of Noah’s Ark and the covenant made to keep our planet clean and also 
the need to show compassion and care for others. 
 
Thank you in advance to our Reflection Leaders and Charity Leaders who have suggested and planned 
these Reflections with me and you will be hearing more details about our Christmas appeal after our 
launch on the 29th November. 
 



Football news… 
As a dedicated football fan myself (which I must be to support my 
home team Sunderland!), then I am really pleased we can resume our 
competitive football matches with other schools. This week our Year 
Six mixed football team, managed by Mr Fellows, played well and 
secured a 3-1 win away to Whitchurch School. Well done to the team 
of Amaya, Josh, Morgan, Alfie G, Jake M, Bryce, Alessio, Ethan and 
Sam H who played so well. 
 
We have a couple of home matches coming up and all the children are loving taking part. 
 
Learning highlights this week… 
Foundation (Acorns and Saplings)-   
I am so impressed with the super learning in Foundation and this week has been another amazing 
week and the classroom is a buzz of joy learning about habitats in the woods as well as making protest 
banners about protecting wildlife.  
 
The main highlight has to have been the Woodland Walk as you will see from the photos! It really has 
put all their learning into context. Huge thank you to our parent volunteers who supported us.  
 
‘We walked down and Mrs Harrison showed us where the badger sett is. We know that the badgers 
will be asleep now because they are nocturnal. We found leaves and sticks to bring back to school 
where we will be doing leaf rubbings this afternoon and then once we arrived in the woods we read 
‘The Gruffalo’ under the trees!’ – Miss Little and Ms Smissen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Special mention to Mimi, Annabelle and Charlie M who had worked so hard to build a rocket together 
to take away all of the Gruffalo’s rubbish from the woods to keep the habitats safe. I was so proud 
of how they had worked together to keep improving their rocket idea! They also then involved other 
children too to help out and wrote their rocket launch countdown! 
 
Charlie wrote ‘litter rocket’ and a count down from 5 to 0. Annabella labelled the rocket number 3! 
She also wrote a countdown starting from 10-1 

In the afternoon the children decided that they wanted to add recycling boxes onto their rocket. 
They cut and stuck materials on the boxes and labelled them. Sarah wrote the label for the plastic 
recycling box. See the photos below! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
A huge well done also to Jack M and Binky who came to share their progress in phonics with me- Jack 
had written and sounded out the word ‘gap’ all by himself! 
 
Year One and Two-  
This week has seen the start of rehearsals for the Nativity and the children are enjoying having the 
stage up in the hall! Thank you to Elliot in Year Four who is great at drama and who is helping out 
the children with their lines at lunch play too! 



In English this week, I have seen the children drafting and redrafting their instructions and well done 
to Fabian, Stokely and Yana for sharing their progress with me. 

In addition, I could see how hard the children have worked to use time connectives, imperative verbs 
and adverbs and re-drafting really does work! Summer’s work really highlighted this as she had 
written for her first draft ‘First and safely get some bread’ and then it became ‘First get two slices 
of bread carefully so they do not break’. What a super improvement! There were lots of successes 
this week as I also saw great writing from Grace, Emilia H, Joel, Freya C, Albie, Arlo, Rosie, Flora, 
Avir, Alyan, William, Ralph, Charlie and James. WOW! 

Finally, thank you to Cali C, Christopher, Zachary, Cleo and Freya for showing me their writing too. 

Year Three and Four-  
On my learning walks this week, I continue to be impressed with the children’s positive attitude to 
all of their learning. Thank you to members of Hawthorn Class talking to me about the 8 points of 
the compass and how to use these to read maps and give directions. In Hazel class, the children I 
spoke to could explain their knowledge of magnets and were using the vocabulary of repel and 
attract. 
 
Ezme R and Owen O shared with me their newspaper reports written in their English lessons and I 
could really see the impact of their drafting and redrafting process on their word choices- keep up 
the hard work! 
 
 
Year Five and Six - 
The children have produced some lovely artwork as  
you can see linked to patterns and textures in nature. 
These opposite are from Jake C, Mollie H and Georgia.  
 

 
 
 
 
‘In Topic this week, the classes simulated glaciers 

which are made of snow, falling on snow, falling on 

snow etc. When ice moves, it pushes everything in 

its path – out of the way.  The ice is so strong, that 

it can chip off huge chunks of rock from mountains, 

and carry them along in its slow flow. They 

continue to flow and shape the landscape in many 

places today. They also learnt about calving, 

bulldozing and eroding.’- Mrs Underwood  

In Guided Reading, I saw lots of children getting gold stars for explaining how the author had used 
certain techniques for specific effects and well done to Angelica, Lucy, Laurence, Molly M, Isabella, 
Renee and Cody for their learning on this. Renee also got an extra sticker for her super neat 
handwriting- awesome! 
 
Alex R had been extra determined to improve in Maths and completed several fraction challenges- 
well done- Mrs Gray was super proud too! 
 
In RE, Year Five and Six have been reflecting on Psalm 8 and also using classification keys in Science 
to sort bumblebees. Thank you to Maple Class for sharing these. Mrs Weatherall was very impressed! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Parent Survey feedback… 
Thank you to all parents who took part in our recent survey. We had over 50% of our families respond 
which is an excellent return rate. Having looked at the results, it was really encouraging and pleasing 
to see such positive scores. We have listened to all feedback and have followed up individually any 
specific issues raised. Thank you for your ongoing support as the team appreciate it and it motivates 
us to want to do even better! 
 
HASA News… 
We are still collecting Christmas hamper and outgrown festive jumper donations in the foyer - thank 
you to everyone who has brought things in so far.  The Winter Film Night and Christmas ‘Crafternoon’ 
have been so popular that we're currently full in order to comply with the permitted adult:child 
ratios, so if you are able to help at either event please do get in touch, as it will enable us to open 
up places for more pupils to join in.  As ever, thank you for all your support! 
 
If you are looking for a gift for friends and family, then as a reminder the tea towels and cookbooks 
(that were created last term) are available to order until 25th November via your ParentPay 
account. Thank you again for all your support! and If you have any questions please email us 
at highashschoolassociation@gmail.com or come and find us on the playground. 
 
Spring Term Clubs and WRAP… 
We are just putting together some final touches to our WRAP and clubs offer for next term. We are 
really pleased that we will be able to offer again a full range of after school clubs as well as WRAP. 
More details will be sent home to you by the end of next week with booking starting from Monday 
29th November. 
 
KS2 Christmas Tree Walk and Fdn/KS1 Outdoor Service… 
KS2 children will be walking to the woods for the Christmas Tree Service on Friday 3rd December, 
leaving school at 9.30am.  We are looking for parent volunteers to help walk the children to the 
woods and back to school. If you are able to volunteer your services or just wish to join us on the 
walk anyway, it would be appreciated if you could please confirm by completing a Google form. 
Please click on the link below to submit by Monday 29th November. 
 
https://forms.gle/q8u6rhnhELDrvGDn8 
 
Foundation and KS1 children will have an outdoor service at school at 2.30pm on Friday 3rd 
December. Parents are invited to join us.  They will sing carols, say prayers and have a Christmas 
biscuit. If you would like to join us, it would be appreciated if you could please confirm by completing 
a Google form. Please click on the link below to submit by Monday 29th November. 
 
https://forms.gle/vf2HpSJXh6u6opcj9 
 
Foundation and KS1 Nativities… 
Details of how to book tickets will be coming out next week commencing 22nd November. 
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Diary dates and reminders for next week… 
Wednesday 24th November – HASA KS2 Film Night @ 3.30-5.00pm 
Wednesday 24th November – Residential Presentation @ 6pm in the School Hall 
Friday 26th November – Hawthorn Class Assembly @ 2.30pm (Parents Welcome!) 
Friday 26th November – HASA Treat Friday and Christmas Jumper Sales 
Wednesday 1st December – HASA KS1 Crafternoon @ 3.30-4.30pm 
Friday 3rd December – KS2 Christmas Tree Walk @ 9.30am and F/KS1 Outdoor Celebration at School 
@ 2.30pm (Parents Welcome!) 
Friday 3rd December – HASA Treat Friday 
 
I said at the start of this newsletter it had been a busy week and think you can see now that it has 
been action packed. Long may it continue! 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Best wishes, 
 

Sara J Boyce 

 

Mrs. Sara Boyce 
Headteacher 

headteacher@highashschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:headteacher@highashschool.co.uk

