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Session Aims

• Understand what phonics is and how it is 

taught in Foundation

• Understand how maths is taught in 

Foundation

• Understand how the Early Years curriculum 

works

• Day in the life of Acorns



What is phonics?

When your child is learning to read there are 

two crucial things to learn:

• the sounds represented by written letters

• how to blend the sounds together to make 

words.

Phonics is a way of teaching reading.



Phonics

• Children are first taught a small group of 
sounds called ‘initial sounds’, then learn 
to blend these sounds to read words made 
up of those sounds

• Then they are taught more sounds and 
learn to blend those too.

• The order that the sounds are taught are 
in the back of your child’s diary.



Phonics in Foundation

• We follow the Read Write Inc. 
Phonics programme

• The children do Phonics daily –
initially for 15 minutes and it 
gradually builds up to 30 
minutes.

• Children are assessed at half 
term and are grouped according 
to which sounds they know



Phonics terminology 

• Blending – pushing the 
individual sounds together 

to read a word. c-a-t is 
cat

• Segmenting – splitting up 
individual sounds in a word 
to help spell the word



Phonics terminology 

Phonics support materials 
available on the website

‘About us’

‘Our Curriculum’

‘Reading and Phonics’



How can you support at 
home?

• Read daily with your child 

• Practise red words – these are sent home 
termly

• Practise sound sheets that are sent home

• You may wish to purchase some of the Read 
Write Inc resources

• Check the diary for the order that the 
sounds are taught

https://www.amazon.co.uk/slp/read-write-inc-phonics/nwc98xetemjy67f

https://www.amazon.co.uk/slp/read-write-inc-phonics/nwc98xetemjy67f


Maths

• Taught everyday in Foundation in smaller 

groups of about 12-14 children

• We spend most of Autumn term on numbers 0-

10

• We break down the numbers into their 

smaller parts 

• Full year plan can be found on the school 

website

https://www.highashschool.co.uk/page/?title=Maths&pid=90


Maths



Part, part, whole models 

8

4 4



Part, part, whole models 

8

3 5



Part, part, whole models 

8

2 6



Methods

• We begin everything practically and once 

children have mastered this, we move to 

pictorially (pictures) and then to the 

abstract (numbers)

• What does this look like?



Addition

• Adding practically

• Adding pictorially and counting altogether 

• Adding using a number line

• Adding using counting on in our heads



EYFS Curriculum

• Follow the statutory Early Years Framework

• Themes – all based around a text/topic

• Our texts get progressively harder as the 

year moves on

• Knowledge and Skills based 



The Early Years 
Framework/Early Learning 

Goals (Statutory)

High Ash Knowledge 
curriculum (Our 

topics)

High Ash Skills 
curriculum (Our 
composites and 

components)



Early Years Curriculum - Statutory
Area of Learning Early Learning Goal

Communication and Language
Listening, Attention and Understanding

Speaking

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development

Self-Regulation
Managing Self

Building Relationships 

Physical Development
Gross Motor Skills 
Fine Motor Skills

Literacy
Comprehension
Word reading 

Writing
Mathematics Number

Numerical Patterns 

Understanding the World
Past and Present 

People, Culture and Communities
The Natural World 

Expressive Arts and Design
Creating with Materials 

Being Imaginative and Expressive



Early Years Curriculum – the skills 

https://www.highashschool.co.uk/page/?title=Early+Years+Foundation+Stage&pid=105
https://www.highashschool.co.uk/page/?title=Early+Years+Foundation+Stage&pid=105


Early Years Curriculum – the knowledge



A day in the life of an Acorn
• Register
• Phonics
• Independent learning
• Snack and story time 
• Maths
• Independent learning
• Lunch and playtime
• Register
• RE/PSHE
• Independent learning
• Story time
• Home



Thank you 


